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As regards cost, "Ruthenberg stated that one ton of steel could be produced by his process with an expenditure of only 500 kw. hours, and an experimental plant was erected at the works of the Cowles Electric Smelting Co., at Lockport, N.J., in 1902, to substantiate this claim. The plant attracted much notice, and was visited by a largo number of steel makers in January, 1903, but the further development of the process has not realised the inventor's hopes. In July, 1908, this experimental plant at Lockport was visited by three of the Canadian Commissioners, and their report upon it was distinctly unfavourable, as they found little red action or agglomeration of the ore had occurred, either in the gap between the rolls or afterwards in the soaking pit. The company financing the trials has since gone into liquidation, but it is reported that further trials of the process and furnace will be made at Niagara Falls. The writer docs not consider that these arc likely to result in financial success, but the process is interesting on account of its novel features, and it is, therefore, worthy the study of electro-metallurgists.